
Frequently Asked Questions
2019 Homeless Point-in-Time Count

When is the event?
The 2019 Point in Time (PIT) count will be held on the nights ofWednesday, January 30, and
Thursday, January 31, 2019

Why is this event so important?
The biennial Point-In-Time (PIT) count is a county-wide special census which provides a
snapshot of who is experiencing homelessness on any given night. The data gathered helps
shape policy and programs designed to assist some of our most vulnerable residents.
Sacramento Steps Forward is partnering with Sacramento State’s Division of Social Work and
the Institute for Social Research as our research partner on this crucial project.

Who will be participating?
Training is provided and required for the hundreds of volunteers, many from colleges and
universities, churches and houses of worship, government agencies, civic-minded organizations,
and companies, all with a common passion for helping the homeless.

Is there training?
Volunteers are all required to attend and participate in one of the training sessions, typically
held the week before the count occurs. The training covers safety, map-reading, accurate
counting, and gathering characteristics, to provide us with the best quality data.

Are there any age requirements?
Youmust be 18 years old by the night of the first count January 30, 2019, to go out and canvass
the streets. We have other volunteer tasks for eager younger volunteers.

Can my entire family volunteer as a group?
We will do our best to accommodate groups, but we need to fill specific roles on each team.
Each group is typically four (4) people: One person drives the others to a pre-defined location.
Each team has a designated Team Leader, with special training and typically experience with
working directly with the homeless. The others help perform an accurate count.

Where are we counting homeless people?
Working with our outreach teams and other partners, we are mapping locations across
Sacramento County where people experiencing homeless are living. It is anticipated that the



highest concentration of teams will be deployed within the City of Sacramento.

What is the time commitment?
One evening for your orientation and training (90 minutes) and a second evening for the actual
count. On the night of the count, you will meet your team, get your maps and head out
between 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. and canvass until 10 p.m. NOTE:Wemay have a second night of
canvassing for interested volunteers.

This sounds great! How do I get involved?
Simply take a moment to fill out the online registration form and we will keep you informed
with the logistical details and timing for training and the night of counting.

When will the results of the PIT Count become available?
Following the PIT Count, SSF anticipates releasing the finalized report by early summer 2019.

The data collected from the 2019 PIT Count is highly confidential. To encourage full disclosure,
we promise our participants that their highly personal data will be protected and restricted
from distribution outside of the data research team.

Once collected, the data must be analyzed in a highly specific fashion. Distributing raw data
could lead to misinterpretation/misinformation that would not be consistent with the officially
published 2019 PIT Count data available to the media and the public later in the year.

Who is Sacramento Steps Forward?
Sacramento Steps Forward is a nonprofit organization committed to ending homelessness in
our region through collaboration, innovation, and connecting people to services. Walking side-
by-side with our partners, we seek to provide people experiencing homelessness with the
support and services they need to find stability and long term housing. Since 2011, Sacramento
Steps Forward has been the Administrative Entity for the Sacramento Continuum of Care and
has run the biennial Homeless Point-in-Time count. More information at
www.SacramentoStepsForward.org.


